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Introduction  
 

The congregation, the Session, the Wedding Committee and the staff of First Presbyterian Church wel-

come you and rejoice with you as plans are made for your wedding service of worship in this church.  

 

It is our desire that your wedding be both meaningful and beautiful.  We are happy to offer our per-

sonal assistance and the facilities of this church to all members and non-members in accordance with the 

policies and procedures approved by the Session, which is the governing body of the congregation. 
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For the Guidance of Weddings  
 

.ÜÙɯ'ÖÓàɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÜÚɯÔÈÕàɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÐÕÚÐÎÏÛÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÙÙÐÈÎÌɯÊÖÝÌÕÈÕÛȭɯɯ ɯÝÌÙàɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯÖÕÌɯÐÚɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯ

Epistle to the Ephesians, Chapter 5, verses 21 through 33, in which he compares the relationship be-

tween husband and wife to that between Christ and His Church.  

 

A Christian marriage is truly one of the greatest gifts from the Holy Spirit.  Every marriage, which is 

performed, especially in the sanctity of a church building, should be considered as an act of Christian 

Worship.  

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, Florida, has formulated certain guidelines for 

use of church facilities to ensure the embodiment of Christian truth, dignity, solemnity and worship.  

Your request for the use of these church facilities implies your full compliance with these regulations.  

We encourage all who plan to be married to do so in a Sanctuary of the Lord, and those who come to 

this church may be assured of thoughtful and loving assistance. 

 

For this purpose, the Session has established the Wedding Committee, composed of dedicated women 

in the church.  A representative of this Committee will be appointed to coordinate your wedding plans 

within the framework of other Worship Services of the church.  
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Guidelines for Your Wedding  

 

Pre-wedding Arrangements  
 

To apply for reserving a date for your wedding and rehearsal in the Sanctuary or Chapel and to deter-

mine the availability of the Minister, a completed Wedding Information form (included in this packet) 

must be turned in to the church office. (Non -members may not schedule a wedding more than six 

months in advance and will be charged for the use of the Sanctuary or Chapel.) 

 

When the application is approved, the Secretary will then inform the Wedding Committee of your re-

quest, and you will be contacted by a member of that group who will assist you in all church -related 

wedding plans.  If you have engaged a Bridal Consultant, your consultant must contact the committee 

member for information concerning church policies and equipment.  

 

If two weddings are scheduled for the same day, consideration and cooperation from all parties in-

volved is expected.  In the event of conflicting plans, preference will be given to members over non -

members. 

 

Officiating Clergy  
 

All plans for the wedding ceremony must be discussed with the officiating Pastor after your date has 

been confirmed  with both the Pastor and the Church Secretary.  The Pastor will direct the rehearsal.  The 

Wedding Committee will also be asked to assist after consultation with the pastor and the couple, as 

soon as the wedding date has been established. 
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Pre-wedding Conferences  
 

The pastors of First Presbyterian Church perform all  wedding ceremonies after a series of pre-marital 

counseling sessions with the bride and groom.  It is desirable that these conferences be scheduled 

shortly after arranging the date of the wedding and at least two (2) months before the ceremony.  Ac-

ÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ/ÙÌÚÉàÛÌÙÐÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯ×ÖÓÐÊàȯɯɁ(ÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɯÐÚɯÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÌËɯÈÍÛÌÙɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ

commitment, responsibility, maturity, or Christian understanding are so lacking that the marriage is 

ÜÕÞÐÚÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÈÚÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÕÎɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÕËɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÕɪ

ËÜÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÙÌÔÖÕàȭɂɯɯ6-4.9002 Book of Order 

 

Therefore, to meet these counseling requirements, the pastors of First Presbyterian Church are qualified 

to administer various types of counseling evaluations to help prepare the couple for their marriage.  

There might be some administration costs involved with these evaluations, but these parameters will be 

discussed with the couple before and during the counseling sessions.   

 

 

Visiting Clergy   

 

Only First Presbyterian Church clergy are permitted by Session to perform weddings using the church 

facilities.  However, if a clergy -person who is not on the staff of First Presbyterian Church is desired to 

participate in the ceremony, prior consultation with the pastor of First Presbyterian Church is required.  

Invitations to guest clergy can then be officially extended by the host pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church, on behalf of the Session. 
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Church Organist and Soloist  
 

 ÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÌËËÐÕÎɯËÈÛÌɯÐÚɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÚÛÖÙȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ!ÙÐËÌɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯ

ÔÈÒÌɯÈÓÓɯÔÜÚÐÊÈÓɯÈÙÙÈÕÎÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ/ÙÌÚÉàÛÌÙÐÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÛȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÛɀÚɯÍÌÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯ

consultation, rehearsal with soloist, wedding rehearsal, a twenty minute pre -wedding program, and the 

wedding ceremony. An additional fee is required if the organist is desired for an additional rehearsal 

with the soloist.  

 

The Bride should consult with the organist two months  before the wedding to discuss the musical selec-

tions.  If a guest organist is desired, the Bride must consult with our Wedding Committee.  

 

The Bride may have guest soloists or instrumentalists and is responsible for making all arrangements 

directly with these individuals.  Guest performers should be paid a pre -arranged fee. 

 

It is expected that the selection of music (sung or played) will be appropriate to the sacred nature of the 

wedding service of worship and that reverence and discretion will be the principal guidelines.  First 

Presbyterian Church clergy will make final approval of all music.  
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Wedding Facilitator  
 

After the dates are confirmed with the Secretary she will confirm the dates with the facilitator.  

 

The facilitator will be present to:  

1) open and lock facilities for the rehearsal, if needed; 

 

2) open and lock facilities the day of the wedding (we request that flowers be deliv-

ered as close to wedding hour as convenient or possible, or the day before); 

 

3) care for all church property used in connection with the rehearsal, wedding and  

      reception, and assure that all facilities used are restored to order. 
 

Sound requirements and lighting effects must be discussed with a Wedding Committee representative.  

 

 

 

Use of the Worship Facilities  
 

Weddings may take place in either the Sanctuary or the Chapel. 
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

1) Smoking or alcoholic beverages are not permitted in any building.  

2) Potpourri or artificial rose petals are preferred in lieu of fresh rose petals 

during the bridal processional.  

3) No rice is permitted on the church premises, although birdseed and/or 

potpourri may be thrown outside the building.  



Sanctuary 
 

See map of the Sanctuary on back cover. 

 Seating:  Main Floor - 480/520 

 Length of aisle: 75 feet 

 

The prominent colors in the Sanctuary are ivory with walnut wood.  The carpet and seat cushions are 

cranberry red.  All buildings are fully air conditioned.  Lighting will be preset at the time of rehearsal.  

Organ and piano are available. 

 

If the Baptismal Font and/or the two chairs are to be removed from the chancel area, advise the Secre-

tary in advance.  The Communion Table must remain in place. 

 

Chapel  
 

Seating: 20   The walls are wood-paneled.  The carpet is cranberry red. 

 

Rehearsal 
 

Notice: A marriage license is required before the ceremony can be performed and should be delivered to 

the officiating minister at the time of the wedding rehearsal.  

 

All details  of the ceremony must be discussed with the officiating Minister, organist and Wedding 

Committee representative prior to the rehearsal . 

 

Participants, including all ushers, bridesmaids and parents of both the Bride and Groom should attend 

the rehearsal. 

 

The rehearsal must begin promptly at the scheduled time.  It should last about one hour and is ex-

pected to proceed in a quiet and reverent manner. 
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Dressing Room for Bridal Party  
 

 

The Bride and her attendants may dress in the Cornerstone Room on the second floor.  This is a large 

room with a triple mirror, ironing board and iron, several electrical outlets, clothes rack and ice water.  

A restroom is available on the second floor.  A representative of the Wedding Committee will be in 

attendance to assist and to direct the procession. 

 

Personal Items  

The church is not responsible for any clothing or personal items belonging to the bridal party that are 

lost, stolen, or damaged.  All personal items must be removed  from the premises immediately follow-

ing the wedding.  It is suggested that one non-participant be responsible for all personal items.  

 

Florist  

The Bride is responsible for informing the florist of church policies regarding the decorations.  The 

guidelines are as follows: 

 

1) As a safety measure, no runners (or aisle cloths) may be used in this church. 

 

2) Decorations must not damage floors, rugs, or furniture.    NO SCREWS, NAILS, PINS, 

TACKS, TAPE OR GLUE MAY BE USED TO SECURE THE DECORATIONS .  All 

decorations must be completed at least one hour before the ceremony. 

 

3) Sanctuary and Narthex seasonal decorations (Christmas and Easter) cannot be removed 

for weddings.  

 

4) The church will provide candles for its own candelabra.  Candles may not be used along 

the aisles. 

 

5) Aisleabra may be used without lighted candles.  

 

6) Candles used in the windows must be in holders and protected by glass chimneys. 

 

7) If a kneeling bench is desired, it should be furnished by the florist.  

 

8) All decorations must be removed from the church immediately following the wedding.  

If floral arrangements are to be left at the church, the Bride must contact the Secretary 

several weeks prior to the wedding and specify exactly which arrangements are to be 

used for the Sunday worship service.  If desired, acknowledgment of this donation will 

be made in the church newsletter, and in the Sunday bulletin.  

 

 

 



Photographer  
 

These instructions are to be given to the wedding photographer by the Bride.  
 

 

The following are the only  acceptable ways pictures may be taken of the wedding: 
 

 

1. A hole has been cut out of the grill in the center room of the balcony so wed-

ding pictures may be taken from there during the ceremony.  
 

 

2. Openwork screens in the choir loft to mask one camera and one person each 

may be placed for video taping.  The Church must be informed as soon as pos-

sible if this concept is to be used.  The camouflage must be used during the 

ceremony.  No video camera or photographer may stand out in full view.  
 

 

3. Pictures will be taken either before or after the ceremony.  Those taken during 

the service will be done from the balcony or from a discreet vantage point in 

the rear of the sanctuary. 
 

THERE WILL BE NO FLASHES  OR DISRUPTIVE NOISE 
 

 

4. No chairs, benches, step ladders, etc. are to be placed in the Sanctuary during 

any wedding ceremony.  
 

 

5. NOTICE: It will be the responsibility of the ushers to inform any guests with 

cameras that photographs are not allowed in the sanctuary or chapel until af-

ter the ceremony is over. 
 

 

6. Any part of the service may be reenacted after the ceremony for the purpose 

of taking pictures.  Flash and lighting equipment may be used at that time and 

during the reception.  
 

 

 

7. The taking of pictures following the ceremony should be concluded within 30  

minutes out of consideration for the guests, wedding party, and wedding  

facilitator.  
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Summary of Fees 
 

A.  For Members (Qualifications: The Bride, Groom or at least one of their parents, grandparents, or 

guardians must be on the active roll of the congregation). 
 

 

 1)  Use of Sanctuary or Chapel - No Charge  

2)  Pastor - An honorarium given directly to the Minister is the  

      responsibility of the Groom.  

 3) Organist ɬ Wedding:  $250.     Wedding & Rehearsal:  $300. 

       Wedding party is not obligated to use our organist, but another organist would need approval 

by our music department. 

 4) Wedding Facilitator - $200 

 5)  Audio/Sound: Wedding:  $100   Wedding & Rehearsal:  $150 

   

 

B.  For Non-Members  
 

 

 1) Use of Sanctuary (Utilities, etc.)  

  Wedding:  $150   Rehearsal:  $75 

 2) Use of the Chapel (Utilities, etc.) 

  Wedding:  $75   Rehearsal:  $50 

 3) Wedding Facilitator/Maintenance:  $200 

 4) Pastor - An honorarium given directly to the Minister is the  

    responsibility of the groom.  

 5) Organist ɬ Wedding:  $250.         Wedding & Rehearsal: $300. 

 6)  Audio/Sound: Wedding:  $100   Wedding & Rehearsal:  $150 
 

 

All payments for the wedding and the rehearsal must be paid two weeks in advance to the church 

office.  We request you make four separate checks; one to each person in the categories listed, ac-

cording to your status.  The check for the use of the church (non -members) should be made out to 

First Presbyterian Church.  Thank you.  
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!ÙÐËÌɀÚɯ"ÏÌÊÒÓÐÚÛ 
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To Do  Contact Person &  

Phone Number  
 

Done  

Inform the church office as early as possible of the date and 

time of your rehearsal in order to allow the building to be 

opened. 

  

If you and your attendants plan to dress at the church, please 

inform the church office as soon as possible.  Here again, ar-

rangements must be made to have the church unlocked at the time of 

àÖÜÙɯÈÙÙÐÝÈÓȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÉÙÐËÌɀÚɯËÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÙÖÖÔɯÐÚɯÜ×ÚÛÈÐÙÚɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯØÜÐÛÌɯ

large. 

  

Arrange to have a friend or relative (not in the wedding party) 

pack up all belongs and take them to a designated place for 

return to their owners.  Please  note: Members of the wedding 

party will be involved in picture taking and will not be able to re-

turn to gather their belongs.  This should be done immediately fol-

lowing the ceremony.  (A plastic bag per attendance has be found 

helpful.) 

  

Arrange with your florist and the church office the time the 

church will need to be open to decorate.  Here again, keys and 

an attendant are necessary. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

If you wish to leave some or all of the floral decorations for use in the next service, please inform the 

Church Office as soon as you make your decision, so that the Flower Chairman will be aware of your 

plans. 

 

If, as many brides do, some or all of your Church arrangements are to be transferred to your reception, 

please carry out this task.  Your photographer will probably wish the flowers to remain in place until 

he or she finishes the picture-taking.  

 

Please arrange to have all decorations not designated for future services removed immediately fol-

lowing the ceremony. 

 

Occasionally, permanent arrangements are used rather than fresh flowers and greenery.  Arrange-

ments may be made with the Wedding Facilitator  to store them for pick up by the florist the following 

week. 
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PHOTOS  

                   Sanctuary ï Seating on main floor: 480 / 520                Length of aisle:  75 feet 
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