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 1st Presbyterian Church  

Bradenton, Florida  
 

 

Equipping Disciples  

Who:  
 

 

§ Knowing  - Know and 

receive the gift of 

grace through Jesus 

Christ.   
 

§ Growing  - Embark on 

a life -long journey of 

spiritual growth.   
 

§ Living - Live life in 

Christ through        

ministry to others.   

answers and tell us what to do to 

thrive again.  

 

However, the real truth is that when 

a church grows in a meaningful way 

it is always because there is a genu-

ine movement of God in that church, 

not because they purchased a magi-

cal Sunday school curriculum.  Genu-

ine revival starts by humbling our-

selves before the Lord in prayer seek-

ing His will.  
 

I have come before the Lord like this 

at times in my own life and I have to 

admit that it can be scary.  There are 

no safety nets or 5-year plans, be-

cause God does not work that way.   

 
 

Continued on page 2 

Pictured above:    

Ken & Jane Schermer at the Presbyterian Womenôs  Thank Offering 

Dinner.  (See page 3 for highlights) 

 Ephesians 6:17-18 

...and take the helmet of salvation, and 

the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, 

with all prayer and supplication. To that 

end keep alert with all perseverance, 

making supplication for all the saints. 

 

There is no doubt that mainline Prot-

estant denominations in the U.S are 

in decline.  As a result an entire in-

dustry has been born, producing and 

selling conferences, books, tapes, 

DVDs, small group and Sunday 

school curriculum and new church 

programs all aimed at teaching de-

clining churches how to thrive and 

grow.  As a pastor it can be so tempt-

ing to reach for that new book or pro-

gram that promises to have all the  
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God has the plans and knows them well in advance but wants to see 

us act out of our faith in Him rather than our faith in a five -year stra-

tegic plan.  When I have lived my live in total dependence on God it 

has been challenging but it has also been the most thrilling and ful-

filling part of my life.  It has been in these times of dependence on 

God that I have experienced His presence and His power in ways 

that words cannot begin to convey. 

 

God is clearly calling me to lead this church into His word and to 

come before Him in prayer.  I think we need to hear what God has to 

say much more than what Rick Warren has to say.   

 

I know I am being called to make prayer a part of the regular life of 

our church, not just for a season or a special event.  While this will 

have to have some structure there must also be room for the Holy 

Spirit to lead and work through this process.  A prayer service can 

be as dry and empty as any service if it is scripted so tightly from 

start to finish that there is no room for the Holy Spirit.  

 

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯ×ÙÈàɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɯÈÚɯ(ɯÚÌÌÒɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÔÐÎÏÛɯ

come before Him with no specific agenda other than to know and 

follow His will for His glory and honor.  

 
 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Mark  
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Dear 1st Pres. Friends,   

 

The family of Ivan & Eleanor Marion cordially invite you to help them 

celebrate two  very special occasions.   On December 6th Ivan and Eleanor 

will celebrate their 70 th wedding anniversary (Pearl Harbor Eve, 1941) 

and on December 2nd Ivan will turn a remarkable 90 years young.   

 

Please join us at a reception in their honor. 
 

  Date: Sunday, December 4 

  Time:  1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

  Place: %/"ɀÚɯ%ÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯ'ÈÓÓ 

  

We hope all their Church family can be there to share this remarkable 

marriage and life.  As a special treat the entire original wedding party 

will be in attendance.  Dessert refreshments will be served and, please, no 

gifts.   

 

Jim Marion and Connie (nee Marion) Rejman 

PW Thank Offering Dinner ɭNov. 16th  
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Start the holiday season off with a reminder of the true meaning of 

Christmas.  Please join us for a Christmas story that will warm your 

heart presented by the children of First Presbyterian Church.   
 

Our annual Christmas dinner is moving to Sunday, December 4th and 

will start at 5:30 with the program beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

Please see page 7 for details. 
  

Children should arrive by 5:00 p.m. to eat prior to the performance.  If your child would like to participate 

in the program, please contact Michelle Schindler (747 -0728) or Barbara Brunner (941) 981-9547.   

 

On Wednesday, Nov. 9th, the Sr. High and 

Mid -High youth groups joined residents of 

the Towers and Shores for a big game of 

Family Feud. Nearly 60 people enjoyed the 

game show night, which featured charming 

host, Dixon Jernigan. First Pres members 

Marge VanHook, Beulah Spaeth, & Marion 

McClellan played alongside members of the 

youth groups. Also in attendance from FPC 

were the Russells, the Murdens, Betty 

Hamrick, and Jane Stockhausen. There 

were light refreshments following the game 

and several requests for another game night 

in the future.   


